Role of histopathological examination in nontraumatic perforation of colon.
Nontraumatic perforation of colon is an uncommon cause of peritonitis requiring early surgical intervention. This study was carried out to determine the prevalence patterns of the different etiologies of nontraumatic perforation of colon. A total of 35 patients with segments of colon or perforation margins removed for perforation were included. Most of the perforations occurred in the caecum, of which two were seen at the ileocaecal junction. The commonest cause was infection (amoebiasis: 13 cases and tuberculosis: 5 cases) followed by ulcers of non specific ulcers (12 cases). There were three cases of adenocarcinoma causing secondary perforation and one case of idiopathic intestinal gangrene and volvulus each. In tropics, non traumatic perforations of colon most often involves caecal and ileocaecal segment and the most common etiology is amoebiasis.